The 30 Hottest Toys for Babies, g sejt e

Kids, and Teens

By Esquire

Monster Factory

The names and descriptions of these odd yet charming Monster
Factory stuffed animals are worth the price alone. From the tattooed
"Morley Boys" to "Owen " the blue gorilla, these aren't your usual
plush-covered playthings: they look like they would be right at home
in one of Damon Albarn's side projects. ($24.09 - $30.09)

Air Hogs Havoc Hell Lasers

Let's pretend you're 9 years old for a second. Would you want a set of radio-controlled,
battery-powered helicopters that shoot infrared lasers? Would you want to battle your friend's
team of helicopters, knocking them out of the sky, complete with obnoxiously loud sound
effects? Yes. Yes, you would. (579.99)

LEGO 5tar Wars Ultimate Collector's Millennium

Falcon

With more than 5,000 pieces, this is the largest LEGO set

ever put into pdeuttiDn. one that pdeuces a Millennium More from quuire_cgm
Falcon that's nearly three feet wide and two feet long.
Granted, you'll be finding LEGO pieces between your
couch cushions for the rest of your life, but this is the Kind
of toy that you'll love putting together as much as your Kid
will love playing with it. ($499)

The Worst Gifts on Earth: Don't
Give Them These

Gifts Your Wife Will Adore

VTech KidiJamz Studio R

ot a little American Idol at Mo More Stinkin' Ties! Better
home? Help him get his craft ~ GIfts for Your Dad

ready for Simon Cowell with

VWTech KidiJamz Studio. Kids

can sing along with one of 15

songs and personalize their tracks, adding new sound effects,
rhythms, and DJ scratches. Then you can record these masterpieces
to a detachable music player so you can blackmail them when they're

in high school. ($59.99)

Transformers Movie Deluxe Figures

This collection of fully poseable, hyper-articulate, super-realistic versions of the characters in
2007's "Transformers" movie is bound to be hot this Christmas, mostly because toy collectors
will be elbow-to-elbow with the 8-year-olds fo get their hands on them. ($19.50 and up)

Sigikids Stuffed Animals

Most stuffed animals are made from chintzy materials and construction that can't hold up to the
wear and tear of early childhood. These stuffed animals from Sigikids, made from soft terry
cloth and more durable (and interesting) fabrics like corduroy, feature a wide array of
interesting designs that will Iast until your kid's a teen. ($55-3112, Papa Palermo Rat 365)



Razor Pocket Mod Miniature Euro Electric Scooter

A mini take on the adult-size version but with added European flair,
the Razor Pocket electric scooter is recommended for a 12-year-old
but can accommodate a person up to 175 pounds. So after the kids
are done with this minty-fresh gem — complete with a hand-operated
rear break, under-seat storage compartment, and center-mount
kickstand — you can take it out for a cruise of your own_ (5198 -
$300.99)

LeapFrog Didj Custom Learning Gaming System

Hide the PSP. Take the batteries out of the Game Boy. There's a new handheld video-game
system that combines entertainment and education in one neat package. The Didj system —
whose games star brand-name characters like SpongeBob SquarePants and Indiana Jones —
also connects to the computer, so you can upload new lessons instead of playing the same
boring game over and over again. (359 99)

Mr. Potato Head: Taters of the Lost Ark

Finally, a toy tie-in that's better than the movie it's based on! (Granted,
that's not very hard to do when you're talking about Indiana Jones and the
Kingdom of the Crystal Skull.} This Potato Head variation includes
everything you like about Indiana Jones (e.g., fedora, whip, and wise-guy
smirk) and none of what you don't (craven attempts to capitalize on

d generational nostalgia). ($19.99)

LittleBigPlanet
The P53's first killer family title hits this fall, starring a strange moppet named Sackboy. This
one-player game unfolds in a beautiful, photorealistic world of stitched-together landscapes
that is truly immersive and customizable. Kids can spend years, though — as will you, you'll
soon discover — making their own levels and sharing them with others online with the game's
easy-to-use built-in world-building toolkits. ($59.99)

Fraggle Rock Complete First Season

Like The Muppet Show but minus the cornball humor and ancient guest stars, Jim Henson's
Fraggle Rock was the hippie answer to educational television when it debuted in 1983. The
show's colorful Fraggles engage with other "races” of creatures, creating complex social
dramas about prejudice. spirituality, and personal identity. They also touch their heads
together to "share dreams." Ah, silly hippies. ($49.09)

K's Kids | Am the Boss

Bring the McDonald's ball pit home, without the unsanitary conditions. This
adorable dinosaur unzips to expose a mini pit filled with 60 plastic balls for
your baby to wiggle around in and yes. drool all over. But at least you
know whose drool it is. ($89.99)

Wario Land: Shake It

The biggest knock on the Nintendo Wii — outside of the fact no one can seem to find it in
stores — is the crude graphics. Wario Land: Shake It definitely changes that, with crisp
graphics and smooth animation, along with what you come fo expect from a Wario game: bodily
noises. This side-scrolling game plays like an update of those old Super Nintendo classics,
packed with enemies to bop on the head, coins to collect, and secrets to unlock. Plus, as we
said, there are bodily noises. ($49.99)

Smart Cycle Physical Learning Arcade

It looks like an exercise bike for toddlers, but the Smart Cycle
Physical Learning Arcade is far more than that, combining physical
activity with mental challenges. The result is like WiiFit for toddlers.
an arcade system that not only teaches basic counting and reading
skills but also keeps your kid active and healthy. Let's see a regular
video-game system do that. ($100)
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